Replay 4000/4500/5000 disk image from windows drive to replay drive using Linux Boot Disk

Note: ATA controller cards likely will not be recognized by LINUX boot disk or RTVPatch and so this procedure will not work for drives larger than 137 gigs. The replay drive must be connected to the motherboard IDE connectors. 

NOTE: Linux can not read NTFS file system. Disk image must be on a fat/fat32 partition.


You will be using the linux boot disk method. 

Since there are numerous replay4000, 4500 and 5000 series images. I will substitute the actual disk image name for “replayXXX.rtv”.  You must substitute the actual file name for replayXXX.rtv. 

1- Download and unzip linux RTVPatch http://prdownloads.sourceforge.net/rtvpatch/rtvpatch_image_2.2.4.zip?download
2- Using a windows computer open rtvpatch image folder, put a blank floppy in
A:\ drive and execute the MakeBoot.bat file. This will create the linux boot
disk and will also put the RTVPatch program on the floppy. Test out the linux
boot disk by booting from it in A drive. You should see Linux boot up and
stop at the Login prompt (if the bootup fails short of seeing Login then
restart the computer again, sometimes the program hangs up). Type in "root"
without the quotes and you will see the # symbol. This # symbol is the similar to the blinking prompt in MSDOS. From here you type in linux commands (I'll
cover later) to copy the disk image you downloaded onto the replay hard
drive. When that is done you need to type in "RTVPatch" without the quotes
to execute the RTVPatch program which is used to utilize all the space in
the drive for mpegs.

3- Move downloaded replayXXX.rtv file to PC C:\ directory. The new location for the replayXXX.rtv is C:\replayXXX.rtv.  
4- CONNECTING DRIVES TO HOME COMPUTER- Actual disk jumper setting and IDE ribbon assign the drives identity. It is critical the drives be attached and jumpered as described for the linux commands to work. Shut down computer.
5- Connect windows hard disk to Primary master IDE with the hard disk jumper
set to master (must be master).
Connect replay hard disk to the Secondary master IDE with the hard
disk jumpered to master (must be master).

6- You will be copying the replayXXX.rtv from your windows hard drive directly to
the replay drive without bothering with cd's.
Boot the computer with the Linux boot disk. 

7- Type "root" without the
quotes at the Login prompt.
Type in the following commands exactly as you see it here and hit  [ENTER] key.
mkdir /windrive                                                                                   [ENTER]
mount /dev/hda1 /windrive                                                                  [ENTER]
dd if=/windrive/replayXXX.rtv of=/dev/hdc bs=1024 count=510000       [ENTER]
(wait till you get the in/out message, take about 3 to 10 minutes then proceed) 
 umount /windrive                                                                                [ENTER]  
 
8- From the command prompt, enter "RTVPatch" and press <ENTER>. Note that "RTVPatch" is case-sensitive.
If any of the drive sizes do not look correct (like an 80GB drive showing up as 33GB), then exit from the RTVPatch program immediately, and do not attempt the upgrade on that computer and consult with a knowledgeable source. 

9- Select your replay drive as the target by entering "t" and then selecting the new drive's number. 

10- Patch the target drive by entering "p". You will be asked the following questions. 

a. You are about to patch disk TARGET
Compare the disk name and size shown in the prompt. Answer "Yes" only if this describes your new disk drive.  

b. Do you want to reset the MPEG partition?
Answer "Yes" to this question so that the MPEG partition directory is cleared. 

c.  Do you want to reformat the Photo partition?
Answer "Yes" to this question so that the Photo partition is sized and formatted as you selected. 

11- Exit the RTVPatch program by entering "x" 

12- Turn off your computer's power 

13- Remove the new drive from your computer and set the jumper to the "Master" position (Note: some drives, notable Western Digital, have a special "Single" setting for masters without slaves. Check your drive's documentation for details). If jumpered to master fails to boot try Cable Select.

14- Connect the new drive to your ReplayTV unit. 

15- Screw the unit back together. 

16- Test the system out by plugging in the ReplayTV unit. It should power up, show  "Please wait a few moments" screen for several minutes then shut itself off. 

17- Push the power button on the front of the ReplayTV unit to turn the recorder on. 

18- To reset (clear) “Activation required” message, perform 382 zones “restore factory default.
